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Introduction

Key points

With COP31taking place in Antalya, the Mediterranean’s renewable pipeline
provides a timely test of how regional cooperation, financing, grids, and permitting
canturn clean energy ambitions into operating capacity.

e Renewables’ contributionto the regional gridis substantial and growing annually, a
trend observed across projects of all sizes. About a third of the regional operating
capacity is generated by wind and solar; 42% of solar capacity (63.7 GW)is
distributed. Meanwhile, an estimated 552.0 gigawatts (GW) in utility-scale solarand
wind has been announced oris actively under development, including 361.3 GW
with estimated commercial operation dates by the end of 2030.

e While the majority of operational wind and solarin the Mediterraneanislocatedin
Europe, near-term prospective renewable capacity is more evenly split between
continents.

e Spainhasestablisheditself as aleaderin Europe’s renewable transition; the nationis
firstin European prospective utility-scale solar (108.8 GW) and third inwind (56.5
GW).

e InEgypt,industrial decarbonization already influences wind and utility-scale solar
development, with 37.7 GW of in-development renewable capacity tied to green
hydrogen applications.

e Investmentneeds across the region vary considerably, but demand for greater
financing supportis practically universal. Total investment costs for the region’s
planned utility-scale solarand wind is estimated to be USD 792 billion.

COP31arrives in the Mediterranean' at a consequentialmoment for the region’s energy
transition. Climate change s already acutely affecting the Mediterranean, as evidenced by
this summer’s wildfires that have beenravaging Southern Europe. This trend is expected to
worsen, as the regionis warming about 20% faster than the global average and is
vulnerable to extreme events like floods, droughts, and wildfires. At the same time, the war
inIran and the Russianinvasion of Ukraine have greatly disrupted regional supply of fossil

'For the purposes of this briefing, the Mediterranean Region consists of Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Montenegro, Portugal, Slovenia, and Spain
(Southern Europe), as well as Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco,
Palestine, Syria, Tunisia, Turkiye, and Western Sahara (Southwest Asia and North Africa).


https://www.wwf.eu/?21225366/southern-europe-is-burning
https://www.iemed.org/publication/navigating-energy-inflation-in-the-southern-mediterranean-challenges-and-opportunities-for-producing-and-importing-countries/
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fuelsintheregion, underscoring the value of more adaptable, resilient, and secure energy
systems.

Given this backdrop, the Mediterranean enters COP31with a significant renewable
opportunity already taking shape. The region has more than 550 GW of prospective
utility-scale solar and wind capacity, with major development on both sides of the
Mediterranean. Wind and solar already contribute 251.6 GW of operating capacity, about a
third of the regional power mix. The challenge now is increasingly one of implementation:
turning prospective projectsinto operating capacity quickly, equitably, and at scale.

Countries across the region are not starting from scratch. Governments have established
collaborative frameworks around grid infrastructure, investment, technical assistance,
knowledge exchange, and energy transition planning, while civil society organizations are
organizing and educating stakeholders, advocating to policymakers, and supporting
sustainable development. COP31, hosted in Antalya, Turkiye, offers an opportunity to build
onthat groundwork and sharpen attention on the practical barriers that will determine how
much of the Mediterranean’s planned renewable capacity is actually realized.

Spainand Egyptillustrate two different pathways for rapid wind and solar deployment.
Whereas Spainis a mature renewable energy market that has grownrapidly inrecent years,
Egyptis a quickly emerging market with political, regulatory, and industrial support. As the
success of the Mediterranean’s energy transitionrelies on strengthened integration
between Southwest Asia and North Africa (SWANA) and Southern Europe, these two
countries are identified as pioneering actors from each subregion.

When governments and other stakeholders gatherin Antalya for COP3]1, the Mediterranean
has an opportunity to move the conversation fromrenewable ambition toward delivery on
permitting timelines, uneven financing, and grid availability, all of which present barriers to
renewable deployment. Addressing these obstacles could present countries across the
Mediterranean with new opportunities for technical knowledge exchange and regional
integration.
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Planned regional wind and solar
exceeds total prospective U.S. power

The Mediterranean region possessesimmense opportunity to build out wind and
utility-scale solar. Global Energy Monitor’s (GEM) Global Integrated Power Tracker shows
that prospective wind and utility-scale solarin the regioniis slightly greater than the United
States’ entire planned capacity, including all generation types (552.0 GW versus 548.3
GW). The Mediterranean also hosts about 10% of the prospective global wind and
utility-scale solar capacity with projected commercial operation dates before the end of
2030.

The Mediterranean has a collective 251.6 GW of wind and solarinstalled, with100.9 GW of
wind and 150.7 GW of solar. More than 40% of the current operating solar capacity is
distributed. GEM data indicates that, based only on announced projects, wind and
utility-scale solarinstallations couldrise to over 360 GW, though not all projects are likely
toreach completion ontime. GEM analyses previously showed that only about half of
globally planned wind and solar became operational on schedule in 2024. But the scale of
early stage projects today in the Mediterranean indicates strong stakeholder appetite.

Development of renewables in the Mediterranean has been fairly uneven, though this
pattern may change as more projects come online. Most operational renewables (about
82.5%) inthe region have been deployedin Europe, despite North Africa’s incredible
technicalrenewable potential. Near-term prospective capacity is more balanced, with
Europe expecting to house 51% of all regional prospective utility-scale solarand wind
projects slated to come online by 2030. The other 49% is located in Southwest Asia and
North Africa, particularly Morocco and Western Sahara, where projects are generally early
stage or associated with greaterrisk.



https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-integrated-power-tracker
https://globalenergymonitor.org/research/wind-and-solar-year-review-2024
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666519026000609
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The largest operating projects are generally in Europe, but
massive in-development projects are sited in North Africa

Mediterranean wind and solar projects with the greatest nameplate capacity
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Sources: Global Energy Monitor, Global Solar Power Tracker, February 2026 and Global Wind Power Tracker, gem
February 2026.

Figurel
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Wind and solar comprise the vast majority of prospective
power capacity in the Mediterraneanregion

Share of total pipeline capacity per generation type

Solar
L4.4%
0il & Gas Nuclear Hydgogower
8.6% 4.6% :
Coal
Source: Global Energy Monitor, Global Integrated Power Tracker, March 2026. ge,n

Figure 2
The amount of capacity under development is insufficient for meeting established regional

clean energy targets,? but governments have rolled out ambitious policies, programs, and

2Three notable examples: 1) The TeraMed Initiative established a goal of having 1 terawatt (1,000 GW)
installed inthe Mediterraneanregion before 2030 (38% toward goal based on current data); 2)
Med-TSO’s Ten-Year Network Development Plan outlines three scenarios assuming different levels
of renewable penetration, of which only the Inertial scenario is on track based on current
projections; and 3) The RePowerEU Action Plan calls for1,236 GW of renewables by 2030, including
about 600 GW of solar (39.9% toward goal based on current data).



http://teramedinitiative/
https://masterplan.med-tso.org/masterplan/Med-TSO_Mediterranean%20Master%20plan%202022.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/energy/repowereu_en
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strategiesin their energy transitions. In particular, Spain and Egypt provide unique case
studiesin theirapproaches to their energy transitions, with both countries seeing the
greatest prospective renewable capacity in theirrespective subregions.

Spain’s renewable boom s providing
tangible benefits for households

Spainleads Europe in aggregate pipeline wind and solar,
with over 165 GW in development

Solar [ Wind
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France
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Source: Global Energy Monitor, Global Wind Power Tracker, February 2026 and Global Solar Power Tracker, gem
February 2026

Figure 3

Spainhas108.8 GW of prospective utility-scale solar capacity and 56.5 GW of prospective
wind, according to GEM’s Global Solar Power Tracker and Global Wind Power Tracker,



https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-solar-power-tracker/
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-wind-power-tracker/
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which survey allrenewable projects that have been announced, entered pre-construction,
orbegun construction. According to Spain’s latest updates toits National Integrated
Energy and Climate Plan, the country aims to reach 76 GW of utility-scale (including 19 GW
of self-consumption) and thermal solar and 62 GW of wind capacity by 2030. Contingent
upon the pace of commissioning for these projects, Spain therefore has enough
operational and prospective capacity to surpass national wind installation targets by about
40% and solartargets by nearly 100%.

Spain already has 8.4 GW of utility-scale solarand wind in construction—about 5% of its
total proposed capacity (165.3 GW). While the majority of proposed projects are currently
inthe pre-construction phase (132.0 GW), these projects have typically secured
government approval or financing and are on track for completion. Compared to the rest
of Europe, Spainranks firstin both prospective and operational utility-scale solar capacity;
third in prospective wind, behind the United Kingdom and Sweden; and second in
operational wind, behind Germany.


https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/211d83b7-b6d9-4bb8-b084-4a3bfb4cad3e_en?filename=ES%20-%20FINAL%20UPDATED%20NECP%202021-2030%20%28English%29.pdf
https://renewablesnow.com/news/iberdrola-gets-construction-permits-for-406-mw-of-solar-wind-in-spain-865424/
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Prospective capacity is concentrated in Andalucia,
Aragon, Castillay Leon, and Castilla-La Mancha

Aggregate pipeline wind and solar capacity by autonomous region of Spain
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Sources: DIVA-GIS, Simple maps, Global Energy Monitor, Global Wind Power Tracker, February 2026 and Global gem

Solar Power Tracker, February 2026.
Note: Excludes about19.6 GW of wind power sited in Spain which lacks more specific geographic data.

Figure 4

Just four autonomous communities account for 65% of all solar and wind additions in Spain

expected to come online in the coming years. Castillay Lednlooks toincreaseits
utility-scale solarand wind capacity nearly four-fold, from 9.5 GW to 35.7 GW. The region
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began producing renewable energy comparatively early, installing its first wind turbine in
1998. It has since developed more than 600 solar and wind projects that have shaped the
landscape. Even now, Castillay Ledn has the most prospective capacity with 27.1GW of
utility-scale solarand 8.5 GW of wind. After Castillay Ledn, the planned renewable
expansionis greatestin Castilla-La Mancha (26.1 GW), Andalucia (23.2 GW), and Aragdn
(21.6 GW). But, in terms of currently operating utility-scale solar and wind, Castilla-La
Mancha still leads with12.0 GW in operation, followed closely by Andalucia with 11.9 GW.

Spainhas experienced two periods of rapid growth in solar and wind capacity, the first
between 2008 and 2014, and the second from 2019 to the present. Red Eléctrica, Spain’s
partly state-owned transmission system operator, reported an addition of 6 GW solarand
1.3 GW wind capacity to the gridin 2024. The Sigma (Reposal) solar farm (189 MW) and the
first two phases of the Canteras wind farm (100 MW) are among the utility-scale solarand
wind projects commissioned that year, followed by the Castano solar farm (116.6 MW) and
the Guindalera wind farm (100 MW) coming online in 2025.

Spain demonstrates how renewable energy development can create immediate and
tangible benefits for consumers. Recent analysis by Ember estimates that the average
Spanish household saves about 19%, or EUR 10, every month on their electricity bills from
renewables stabilizing electricity market prices. Investments in domestic electricity,
particularly in cheap solar and wind, have shielded consumers from price spikes resulting
from fuel disruptions. Furthermore, the near-total blackout experienced by the Iberian
Peninsulain April 2025, coupled with ENTSO-E’s understanding of the event as published in
its final investigative report, has encouraged greater wind and solar buildout.



https://www.eldiario.es/castilla-y-leon/sociedad/25-anos-energia-eolica-castilla-leon-liderato-corrupcion-movilizaciones_1_10610574.html
https://www.elmundo.es/cronica/2025/02/14/67a5f51fe9cf4a00518b457c.html
https://www.bbvaresearch.com/en/publicaciones/spain-renewables-wind-north-solar-south-strong-growth-yet-falling-short-of-targets/
https://www.sistemaelectrico-ree.es/sites/default/files/2025-03/Informe_Renovables_2024.pdf
https://www.gem.wiki/Sigma_(Reposal)_solar_farm
https://www.gem.wiki/Canteras_wind_farm
https://www.gem.wiki/Castano_solar_farm
https://www.gem.wiki/Guindalera_wind_farm
https://ember-energy.org/app/uploads/2026/06/Report-PDF-Renewables-shield-Spanish-consumers-from-elevated-gas-prices.pdf
https://www.entsoe.eu/publications/blackout/28-april-2025-iberian-blackout/#Publications_&_Documents
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While Egypt aims to leverage green
hydrogen generation, fossil fuels persist

Egypt has become North Africa’s leader in prospective wind and utility-scale solar, with
nearly 100 GW in development.

GEM’s mostrecent Wind and Solar Power Tracker releases reveal shifting dynamics in North
Africa. As of February 2026, Egypt’s installed wind and solar capacity is about 6.3 GW,
almost seven percent of the country’s total installed capacity, though the 94.6 GW of
in-development capacity highlights the incredible role that renewables will play in the
country’s future. Of this capacity, 49% (46.7 GW) is utility-scale solarand 51% (47.9 GW) is
wind. Only about a quarter, or22.9 GW, has a projected date of commercial operation by
the end of the decade. Given this, the country’s prospective capacity is theoretically large
enough to surpassits 2030 renewable installation target of 22 GW with wind and solar
alone, though national definitions of renewables include hydropower as well.

Since 2022, Egypt has set aside nearly 42,000 square kilometers of land forrenewables
and electricity generation, particularly in support of hydrogen development. Currently, an
estimated 37.7 GW of prospective wind and utility-scale solaris associated with hydrogen
production, supported by effortsinitiated by Egypt’s National Clean Hydrogen Program.
Unlike hydrogen projects sited in other parts of North Africa, at least one of Egypt’s largest
proposed green hydrogen projects has received an official offtake agreement and begun
partial operations.



https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-wind-power-tracker
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-solar-power-tracker
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/news/egypt-and-eu-join-forces-eu690-million-clean-energy-grid-investment-2026-06-15_en
https://renewablesnow.com/news/egypt-designates-42-000-sq-km-for-green-hydrogen-projects-859732/
https://africa-energy-portal.org/news/egypt-launches-national-clean-hydrogen-programme
https://renewablesnow.com/news/egypt-green-hydrogen-project-begins-export-to-europe-us-1287980/
https://renewablesnow.com/news/egypt-green-hydrogen-project-begins-export-to-europe-us-1287980/
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Egypt's wind and solar pipeline is greater than all other
Mediterranean SWANA nations combined
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Source: Global Energy Monitor, Global Wind Power Tracker, February 2026 and Global Solar Power Tracker, gem
February 2026.

Figure 5

GEM’s previous analysis identified the lack of offtake agreements as a critical barrier to the
continued development of green hydrogenin Africa. The land allocations are distributed
across the country, though plotsin the Red Sea and Suez Governorates are expected to
house more than 15 GW of wind and solar. This follows existing patterns of renewable
development, given that about 80 GW of both operational and planned wind and solaris
concentrated across six governorates: Aswan (4.8 GW), Cairo (4.6 GW), Red Sea (6.5 GW),
Sohag (28.0 GW), South Sinai (13.7 GW), and Suez (21.6 GW).

Besides wind and solar, Egypt expects to operationalize nearly 5 GW of nuclear capacity
this decade. An additional 2.6 GW of oil and gas is currently under construction, though
most of this capacity lacks a projected operational date. Despite efforts to rapidly expand


https://globalenergymonitor.org/research/europes-push-hydrogen-diverts-solar-and-wind-potential-africa
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wind and solar development, the Government of Egypt has expressedinterestin
expanding exploration and oil and gas drilling, especially, but not exclusively, in the
Mediterranean. In support of these efforts, government leadership has cleared all debts to
oiland gas companies, about USD é.1billion, orapproximately 5% of Egypt’s estimated
total investment cost (described in Challenges: Costs and finance below).

This capacity will be supported by institutional financing mechanisms, grid upgrades, and
transmission expansion. The Nexus of Water, Food. and Energy coordinates stakeholders
and mobilizes capital in service of national climate goals; the Energy Pillar aims to secure
USD 10 billionin private sectorinvestments to help integrate 10 GW of renewables into the
national grid andretire 5 GW of fossil fuels by 2028. Further, the Egyptian Electricity
Transmission Company is in the midst of a grid infrastructure overhaul to address peak
load, minimize transmission losses, and betterintegrate renewables. International support
pledges for this initiative have reached more than USD 500 million. An additional EUR 690
millioninloans and grants was allocated in June 2026 by the European Investment Bank and
the European Commission to modernize Egypt’s grid in preparation for greater renewable
integration. In terms of regional transmission, EQyptis slated fornew interconnections to
Turkiye, Jordan, Cyprus, Greece, and Libya, which would increase regional reliability and
electrical supply stability.

Widely understood challenges may
boostinnovation and collaboration

Transmission and interconnection capacity, access to finance, and permitting timelines all
present challenges to widespread rollout of wind and solar capacity. Continued
collaboration across Mediterranean countries can address these complex challenges
facing theregion’s energy transition and create opportunities for greaterresilience,
investment, and reform.

Interconnection

Despite significant development and progress inrecent years, existing interconnection
and transmissioninfrastructure is insufficient, sometimes unstable, and difficult to


https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/egypt-clears-arrears-oil-gas-companies-2026-06-10/
https://moic.gov.eg/page/nwfe
https://www.ebrd.com/home/news-and-events/news/2025/ebrd-backed-grid-investments-pave-way-for-greener-egypt.html
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2026-206-egypt-and-eu-join-forces-on-eur690-million-clean-energy-grid-investment
https://masterplan.med-tso.org/masterplan/Med-TSO_Mediterranean%20Master%20plan%202022.pdf
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/trans-mediterranean-renewable-energy-and-clean-tech-cooperation-initiative-t-med_en#objectives
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synchronize. This, in turn, makes ultimate delivery of clean power to population centers
significantly more challenging. Furthermore, curtailmentis commonplace, particularly in
Greece and Spain, so transmission development is of utmost priority in the
Mediterranean’s energy transition.

The region has three primary frameworks and associations of network operators that exist
to coordinate electricity transmission and exchanges: Med-TSO, ENTSO-E, and TEN-E.

The Association of the Mediterranean System Operators, or Med-TSO, coordinates
regional® development as it pertains to grid operability. As of 2025, Med-TSO'’s network
covered an estimated 8.7 million sgkm, delivering more than 700 GW to 536 million end
users. Inits 2022 Ten-Year Network Development Plan, Med-TSO outlines several
renewable energy installation targetsin the coming decades, in line with 19 potential
transmission projects focused onreinforcing the existing grid as well asimproving
reliability through new interconnections.

Further, the European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E)
produces 10-year network development plans (TYNDP) to “support and complement”
individual grid development plans produced by member countries.? In doing so,
coordinated network development plans can help reduce costs and maximize security.
Priorto the publication of its most recent TYNDP, ENTSO-E solicited stakeholder feedback
to understand public opinion earlierin planning, thus reducing future impediments to
project acceptance.

Finally, the Trans-European Networks for Energy (TEN-E) is a policy and regulatory
instrument forimproving cohesion across European energy systems. Its work is
cross-cutting, including streamlining permitting procedures for member nations,
constructing and strengthening offshore grid capacity, and solidifying support for
renewable and low-carbon energy. Updated iterations include new priority corridors and
thematic areas. Current priority projects relevant to the Mediterranean are 1) South and
East offshore grids, which call for continued diversification and strengthening of oil and

3 All countries/areas in the region (with the exceptions of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Malta, Syria, and
Western Sahara) are participating members of the Med-TSO.

4ENTSO-E consists of 40 European member TSOs across 36 countries, including Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Spain, France, Greece, Croatia, Italy, Montenegro, Portugal, and Slovenia.
Additionally, Turkiye was an Observer Member from 2016 to 2019 and again from 2023 to 2026.


https://www.pv-magazine.com/2026/05/07/curtailment-negative-prices-push-greek-small-and-medium-sized-pv-owners-toward-bankruptcy/
https://auroraer.com/company/press-room/aurora-sees-growing-curtailment-in-spain-following-20-gw-of-new-solar-capacity-in-2-years
https://med-tso.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Med-TSO-Annual-Report-2024-Digital.pdf
https://masterplan.med-tso.org/masterplan/Med-TSO_Mediterranean%20Master%20plan%202022.pdf
https://tyndp.entsoe.eu/explore/what-is-the-tyndp-and-why-does-europe-need-a-plan-for-electricity-infrastructure-1
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/infrastructure/trans-european-networks-energy_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/infrastructure/high-level-groups/central-and-south-eastern-europe-energy-connectivity_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/infrastructure/high-level-groups/central-and-south-eastern-europe-energy-connectivity_en
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gasinfrastructure, as well as greater coordination on offshore wind, ocean energy, and grid
development; and 2) South and West offshore grids, which will involve greater
interconnection between the Iberian Peninsula and neighbors, as well as accelerated
development of offshore renewable energy, associated transmission infrastructure, and
renewable hydrogen.

Costs and finance

While the cost of renewable energy has dropped dramatically, significant capital is
required to see full commissioning and expansion of the existing project pipeline.

The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) estimates global total installation
costs (TIC) for different generation types: solar PV (USD 667/kW), concentrated solar
power (USD 2418/kW), onshore wind (USD 976/kW), and offshore wind (USD 2931/kW).
IRENA also provides TIC averages by region.® Using these values, geographic designations
from GEM databases, and the global averages for concentrated solar power and offshore
wind (no regional averages presented), the Mediterranean’s prospective wind and solar
projects would require an estimated USD 792 billion to meet total installation costs. Other
estimates demonstrate how the magnitude of financing needs differs across the region:
the Eastern Mediterranean needs an estimated USD 300 billion by 2030 forits energy
transition, and North Africa will require USD ~89 billion to meet 2050 targets. Access to
finance also varies significantly; in general, African nations experience a greater investment
burden compared to Europe, dueinlarge part to perceived credit risk.

Broadly, international finance forrenewable energy has grown, though the large majority of
globalinvestmentsis concentratedin China, Europe, and North America. In 2024, only USD
21billion of the global renewable energy investments was spentin the Southwest Asia and
North Africa, representing 2.6%. At the same time, USD 137 billion (17%) was spentin
Europe. This disparity persists, though Southwest Asian and North African nations
collectively saw a 62% increase ininvestments from 2022/23 t0 2024.

® Africa: Solar PV (837 USD/kW), onshore wind (1550 USD/kW). Applied to Algeria, Egypt, Libya,
Morocco, Tunisia, and Western Sahara.

Eurasia: Solar PV (998 USD/kW), onshore wind (1397 USD/kW). Applied to Cyprus, Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, and Turkiye.

Europe: Solar PV (823 USD/kW), onshore wind (1725 USD/kW). Applied to Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Montenegro, Portugal, Slovenia, and Spain.


https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/infrastructure/high-level-groups/interconnections-south-west-europe_en
https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2026/Jul/IRENA_TEC_RPGC_in_2025_2026.pdf
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/great-sea-connections-financing-the-eastern-mediterraneans-energy-transition/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/great-sea-connections-financing-the-eastern-mediterraneans-energy-transition/
https://www.energytransitionafrica.com/insights/article/africa-climate-finance-cost-of-capital-creditworthiness-trap
https://www.irena.org/-/media/Files/IRENA/Agency/Publication/2025/Nov/IRENA_CPI_FIN_Global_landscape_energy_transition_finance_2025.pdf
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Existing partnerships are structured to increase flows of finance throughout the
Mediterranean and can be leveraged in support of the energy transition. One such
partnership is the European Neighbourhood Policy, which aims to bridge the European
Union with nearby countries in North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Eastern Europe. The
Southern Neighbourhood established an Agenda for the Mediterranean containing five
policy areas: 1) human development, good governance, and rule of law; 2) resilience,
prosperity, and digital transition; 3) peace and security; 4) migration and mobility; and 5)
greentransition. Between 2007 and 2020, the European Union has allocated EUR 20.5
billion to the Southern Neighbourhood region, with an additional EUR 12 billion allocated by
the EU from 2021t0 2027. These investments are used for a slew of development projects,
including climate resilience and clean energy.

Newer partnerships, like the Pact for the Mediterranean, build upon these efforts and are
designed to encourage greater coordination. Launchedin late 2025, the Pact convenes
the European Commission with countries of the Southern Mediterranean on arange of
issues, including the proliferation of clean energy, heightened investment, and improved
security within the region. The Pact has been approved by key decision-makers and acts as
anoverarching framework for North-South Mediterranean coordination. Action Plans are
updated twice annually to outline key stakeholders, their deliverables, and subsequent
funding needs to carry out the work. One of these workstreams is the Trans-Mediterranean
Renewable Energy and Clean-Tech Cooperation Initiative (T-MED), an initiative to mobilize
EUR 25 billionin service of 15 GW of new renewable energy capacity and the creation of
100,000 jobs by 2035. This initiative will also involve efforts to reform regulatory structures
in partner countries to simplify complex permitting requirements, described below.

Permitting

Across theregion, renewable energy permitting may take up to several years to complete
or stop altogether due to socioeconomic or political pressure, creating an unstable and
risky regulatory environment. Historically, energy and electricity permittingin the
Mediterraneanregion has been piecemeal, with each state overseeing the regulatory
process forprojectsinits boundaries. According to the European Commission:



https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/european-neighbourhood-policy_en
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/document/download/459c4319-f163-4b4b-8c6b-0f278e80f497_en?filename=joint_communication_renewed_partnership_southern_neighbourhood_en.pdf
https://ufmsecretariat.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/%E2%9C%85-Report-on-Green-Circular-Economy_EN.pdf
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/pact-mediterranean_en#funding
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/11/20/one-sea-one-pact-one-future-council-approves-conclusions-on-the-pact-for-the-mediterranean/
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/pact-mediterranean-action-plan-spring-2026_en
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/trans-mediterranean-renewable-energy-and-clean-tech-cooperation-initiative-t-med_en
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/trans-mediterranean-renewable-energy-and-clean-tech-cooperation-initiative-t-med_en
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/document/download/da666a58-305b-40da-8a3d-054c84c083f1_en?filename=T-MED%20Strategy%20June%202026.pdf

dgem

Wind and solar potential in the Mediterranean

“Today, regulatoryriskis the primary barrier to scaling renewable investmentin the
Mediterranean...investors face unclear grid connection procedures, delays of
24-48 months in permitting, non-cost-reflective tariffs and opaque subsidy
regimes, unpredictable offtake frameworks and limited independence of
regulators (if established).”

These challenges are surmountable through permitting and regulatory reforms, which are
occurring both domestically and internationally across the region. As mentioned above,
T-MED willinvolve regulatory reform to ultimately reduce permitting timelines by 30%
between 2026 and 2030 through several strategies. In tandem with these efforts, in the
past twelve months alone, a few Mediterranean nations, including Tirkiye,® Greece,” and
Spain,® have passed laws to streamline their permitting processes.

Permitting reforms have already seen some success. In Greece, forexample, substantial
reforms beganin 2022 with the passage of Law 4951/2022, whichreduced
interconnection licensing timelines to 14 months (excluding environmental approval
procedures) for electrical generation from renewables. From 2022 through 2025, Greek
solarand wind generation grew by 3.5 GW and 0.9 GW, respectively. In 2024, Ember cited
permitting reforms as a contributor to Greece’s recent accelerationin capacity additions.

Despite incredible progress, moreisin
the pipeline

Greater and deeper collaboration will be critical for addressing the persistent and
emerging socioeconomic, environmental, and political challenges the Mediterranean will
face. Spain and Egypt may lead on this front as well; forexample, the two nations

¢Law No.7554(2025), the “Super Permit” law: Amends the Electricity Market Law (2013) to ease land
acquisition, regulatory costs, and permitting requirements and approval timelines. Projected to
decrease wind and solar permitting timelines to 18 months apiece.

"Law 5299/2026 (2026): Establishes dedicated Renewable Energy Acceleration Areas, wherein
wind and solar projects may be exempt from environmental permitting processes. Creates binding
deadlines forrelevant authorities and stakeholders to reduce processing time for operating license
applications to 12 months (24 months for offshore projects, 6 months for repowering projects).

8 Royal Decree-Law 7/2026 (2026): Creates Renewable Acceleration Zones, wherein projects
experience streamlined environmental and permitting requirements.



https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/european-electricity-review-2024/insights/
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/pact-mediterranean_en
https://north-africa-middle-east-gulf.ec.europa.eu/what-we-do/pact-mediterranean_en
https://www.osborneclarke.com/insights/royal-decree-law-72026-new-regulatory-and-fiscal-framework-energy-spain
https://bernitsaslaw.com/2026/05/07/law-52992026-accelerating-the-energy-transition-greeces-new-regulatory-framework-for
https://www.esin.av.tr/2025/08/22/super-permit-regulation-significant-amendments-to-mining-energy-and-environmental-legislation/
https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/turkiye-electricity-review-2026/policy-recommendations/
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established new means forengagement with the 2025-2030 Partnership for Sustainable
Development, signed by representatives from both nations in September 2025. With this
partnership, Egypt and Spain will coordinate across arange of issues, including climate
change adaptation, while ultimately trying to mutually boost sustainable economic
development. Specifics on this partnership are sparse, butinits pressrelease, the Spanish
Agency forInternational Development Cooperation speculates that this effort will support
increasing investment flows from Spain to Egypt. These efforts are anotherin along string
of collaborations occurring throughout the Mediterranean.

Not alltechnologies make sense for all states and areas; whereas some countries, like
Spain, may focus on a mix of small- and large-scale wind and solarto meet consumer
power needs, Egypt’sinvestment in green hydrogen generation suggests greater
emphasis onindustrial decarbonization. For all countries, increased collaboration across
the Mediterranean may allow forimproved resilience to shocks, create new and unique
chances fordevelopment, and address persistentinequities in access to clean power
sources. By leveraging the inherently cooperative nature of COP31, decision-makers have
atimely and powerful opportunity to protect, uplift, and strengthen the Mediterranean.

About the Global Energy Transition Tracker

The Global Energy Transition Tracker is an open database and platform providing vital
energy data for different zones around the world. It monitors the phaseout of fossil fuels
and the progress of renewable energy development, while also identifying policies,
financial resources, infrastructure, and social and environmental aspects that either
facilitate or obstruct the transition.

The most recent release of the Global Energy Transition Tracker, published in July 2026,
includes 21zones representing more than 60 countries, 702 GW of operational wind and
solar,and 1,705 GW of prospective renewable capacity.

About the Global Integrated Power Tracker

The Global Integrated Power Tracker gathers fossil fuel, renewable, and ownership
datasetsinto a single harmonized platform to enable direct comparisons across


https://sis.gov.eg/en/media-center/news/egypt-and-spain-sign-partnership-for-development-agreement/
https://sis.gov.eg/en/media-center/news/egypt-and-spain-sign-partnership-for-development-agreement/
https://www.exteriores.gob.es/en/Comunicacion/NotasPrensa/Paginas/2025_NOTAS_P/Albares-afirma-en-El-Cairo-la-Alianza-para-el-Desarrollo-sostenible-2025-2030-con-Egipto.aspx
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technologies and geographies, supporting analysis of the global power system from the
scale of individual generating units to worldwide trends.

The tracker’s multi-sector dataset of power stations provides unit-level information on
thermal power (coal, oil, gas, nuclear, geothermal, and bioenergy) and renewables (solar,
wind, and hydropower). The trackerincludes data on unit capacity, status, ownership, fuel
type, start year, retirement date, geolocation, and more. The August 2026 release
encompasses 22,296 GW of capacity across 200 countries and areas.

About the Global Solar Power Tracker

The Global Solar Power Tracker is a worldwide dataset of utility-scale solar photovoltaic
(PV) and solar thermal facilities. It covers all operating solar farm phases with capacities of
one megawatt (MW) or more and all announced, pre-construction, construction, and
shelved projects with capacities greater than 20 MW. Distributed (<1MW) solar data,
aggregated at the national level, has beenincluded for select countries/areas. The most
recent trackerrelease, publishedin February 2026, includes more than 100,000 solar farm
phases.

About the Global Wind Power Tracker

The Global Wind Power Tracker is a worldwide dataset of utility-scale, on- and offshore
wind facilities. It includes wind farm phases with capacities of 10 megawatts (MW) or more.
The mostrecent trackerrelease, published in February 2026, includes more than 32,000
wind farm phases encompassing nearly 3,800 GW of prospective and operational
capacity.

About Global Energy Monitor

Global Energy Monitor (GEM) develops and shares information in support of the
worldwide movement for clean energy. By studying the evolving international energy
landscape and creating databases, reports, and interactive tools that enhance
understanding, GEM seeks to build an open guide to the world’s energy system. Follow
us at www.globalenergymonitor.org and on X @GlobalEnergyMon.
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GEM data serves as a vital international reference point thatis being used by agencies
including: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, International Energy Agency,
United Nations Environment Programme, U.S. Treasury Department and the World

Bank. Furthermore, industry data providers such as Bloomberg Terminals and the
Economist and academic institutions like University of Oxford and Harvard University draw
onthis data.
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